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99-135
For Immediate Release:
ALAN BAHARLOU NAMED EIU'S 1999 RINGENBERG AWARD WINNER
CHARLESTON -- Alan Baharlou -- described as the "quintessential
administrator-teacher-scholar" - has been honored as the recipient of Eastern Illinois
University's 1999 Ringenberg Award.
Named after Lawrence Ringenberg, the first dean (1961-1980) of the college, the
award is designed to recognize and honor select tenured/tenure-track faculty and chairs
for their performance during their years at Eastern. Recipients are selected based on
the impact of their achievements on colleagues, students, their profession, the college,
the university and the world as a whole, and on their contributions to collegiality,
mentoring and morale.
Baharlou, chair of Eastern's Department of Geology/Geography for more than 10
years, received his award from Richard Keiter, chair of this year's Selection Committee.
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"(Baharlou) works tirelessly to generate resources and create opportunities for
faculty, staff and students," Keiter said. "He seems to be present at nearly every
committee meeting on campus as a member or as a visitor providing his ideas, wisdom
and global perspectives.
"His collegiality on campus is legendary. His positive, enthusiastic and optimistic
outlook is recognized and appreciated by all. He finds uplifting things to say about even
those who disagree with him."
And, Keiter added, "(Baharlou's) classroom presence is dynamic. He teaches
with passion and fervor and receives superb student evaluations. His classes are filled
early and there are long waiting lists to get in. His impact on students is profound and
long lasting."
In response to his honor, Baharlou said, "I feel honored and fortunate at being
nominated and selected by my colleagues for accomplishments that I have enjoyed
doing.
"(Service as a) member of an institution of higher learning brings with it a wide
range of responsibilities focused on teaching, research and service, as well as
administrative duties. Being a part of Eastern -- one of the top universities in the
country -- is as good as it gets. The Ringenberg Award will be a reminder (to me) of
who we are, what we do and how significant our impact is," he added.
Baharlou, who was born in Tehran, Iran (Persia), received his bachelor of
science degree in geology from the University of Tehran . He also graduated as
--more--
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valedictorian of his class, entitling him to continue his education in any country of his
choosing.
He selected the United States and began attending the English Language
Institute at the University of Michigan. He later graduated from the University of
Oklahoma with his master of science degree, and received his doctorate in
geochemistry from the University of Tulsa.
Prior to coming to Eastern, Baharlou served as chair of the geology department
and dean for the Study of Systems (biology, chemistry, geology, physics, mathematics
and speech pathology) at Phillips University (Enid, Okla.). While employed there, he
also directed the university's field geology camp, as well as the university camp in
Maljo, Sweden, and participated in an archaelogical excavation in Israel.
He arrived at Eastern in 1980 and has, since his arrival, been selected as
outstanding teacher by students several times. In addition, he is the recipient of the
Paul Overton Award and has remained active in college- and university-wide
committees.
Baharlou and his wife, Carlene, have two daughters -- Roxanne and Carlotta,
both graduates of Eastern.
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